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challenge this ambitious claim, In the years when Prussia was
creating the new Germany there had been a revolution in
Japan. The nation that had been for two centuries in isolation
entered into relations with Europe and America, and attempted
to graft on its ancestral traditions 'the fruits of modern civiliza-
tion3. Not the least of the changes in the years that followed was
the organization of a navy and army on European lines. The
men who carried through this break with the feudal past meant
that Japan was to be the leading Power in the Far East, but
they waited patiently for the time when its forces would be
ready to challenge first China and then Russia for the position
of 'Mistress of the East'.

It was not till 1894 that rival Chinese and Japanese claims
to suzerainty in Korea led to a war, in which the new army and
navy of Japan won easy victories over the ill-trained, badly
armed, and worse led forces of China. Admiral Ito's fleet of
cruisers defeated the Chinese fleet made up of old wooden
ships and two small coast-defence iron-clads. The Japanese
army drove the Chinese out of Korea and southern Manchuria,
and a combined attack by sea and land captured the coast
fortresses of Wei-hai-wei in Shantung and the naval base at
Port Arthur, which guarded the approach to Pekin by the
Yellow Sea. In April 1895 the war ended with a treaty which
recognized Korea as an 'independent Empire under the protec-
tion of Japan', a protectorate soon to end in annexation. China
also ceded to Japan Formosa and the chain of islands north of
it, and the Liao-Tung Peninsula with the fortress of Port Arthur.
Russia, backed up by Germany and France, protested against
this cession of Port Arthur, declaring its possession eby any
foreign power3 would be a standing menace to Pekin that would
destroy the independence of China. Japan yielded the point,
not being yet ready to challenge a European Power. But the
Government at once began preparations for a future conflict
with Russia. Cruisers and light craft were built in her home
dockyards and battleships by British and American construc-
tors.

The successful protest of the three Powers was still a matter